Illustrated Lectures
SIR,-Having just returned from a medical conference at which the majority of the speakers used slides during their talks, I wonder if I might have the courtesy of your columns to draw attention to the uselessness of the bulk of these slides because of their illegibility.
Since many participants at such conferences travel far and at much-usually public-expense in order to attend, it would seem desirable that as much as possible of what is addressed to them should be assimilable.
High quality slides require the specialist medical illustrator's skill. But if the following points are borne in mind, any speaker can produce useful slides.
Make as few points per slide as possible; more than five is probably too many. Use several slides instead.
Represent the information in diagrammatic form if at all feasible, rather than in words and numbers. Simple histograms and graphs are most effective, using thick lines. Omit everything that is not essential.
If using a typewriter, the area to be photographed should be no larger than 3-5 in. 
